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TEXAS SCHOOL DISTRICTS EARN TOP
RATINGS FOR FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Despite political rhetoric to the contrary, public schools have never
been more successful than they are today. It's a fact supported by
every measure the Texas Legislature has created to hold educators
accountable. 

The state's school financial accountability rating system, known as
the Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST), ensures
that Texas public schools are held accountable for the quality of
their financial management practices and that they improve these
practices. The system is designed to encourage Texas public
schools to better manage their financial resources to provide the
maximum allocation possible for direct instructional purposes.

95% of Texas ISDs earned the state's highest ratings for fiscal
responsibility. By comparison, 89% of charter schools met this
benchmark.

Conversely, just one half of one percent (.5%) of public
schools were given a substandard rating, while 5% of
charter schools were labeled substandard in their financial
management practices.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
Dear Friends -

From all of us at Friends, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year to you and yours!

Jennifer L. Storm
Executive Director

Leigh Anne Pearson
Director of Operations

THANK YOU, TEACHERS. YOU ARE HEROES!

Become a District Member!

DIAMOND PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!

DIAMOND PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

Partner with Friends

About Friends of Texas Public Schools
We are a bit of a di�erent type of organization…one that doesn’t

invest energy in education reform, but rather in celebrating what’s
right with our schools. We are an apolitical organization focused on

educating all Texans about the virtues and achievements of our Texas
public schools. 
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