
Enjoy Employee Discounts because you
work for Texas Education: Unlimited Text,
Voice and Data with ALL taxes and fees
included!  

Contact your local T-Mobile Retail store or
Call 855-570-9947 to join the program. 

DK Haney Roofing provides our clients a full-
service roof offering. Since 1991, we have

worked with Texas public schools to provide
service, maintenance, restoration and re-

roof options, as well assistance
in navigating insurance claims and board

approvals. Our CenterPoint software
provides instant service dispatch and access

to all findings. 866-DRY-IT-IN
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Imagine Learning is a PreK–12 digital learning solutions
company that ignites learning breakthroughs by
designing forward-thinking solutions at the intersection
of people, curricula, and technology to drive student
growth. Imagine Learning serves more than 10 million
students and partners with more than 7,500 school
districts nationwide. Imagine Learning’s flagship brands
include Imagine Edgenuity, provider of online courseware
and intervention solutions; Imagine Learning, provider of
digital supplemental and intervention solutions for
literacy, language, and mathematics; and LearnZillion,
StudySync, Robotify, and Twig Education, providers of
high-quality, digital-first core curriculum. Read more at
http://www.imaginelearning.com
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THE 10-YEAR GRADUATION RATE
SHOWS YEAR-OVER-YEAR GAINS,
RANKING TEXAS 3RD NATIONALLY

According to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), the four-year
public high school graduation rates in Texas have been

trending upward for more than ten years. From 2010 to 2020,
graduation rates have improved each year, increasing from

84.3% to 90.3%, ranking 3rd nationally.  

Sources: TEA.Texas.gov
Sources: USNews.com

TRUTH ABOUT CHARTERS

In a recent article by Dan Carson of Chron, executives at IDEA
Public Schools (publicly-funded private charter schools)

okayed a $15M private jet lease while under investigation for
inappropriate spending by the TEA.

"New details published by the Houston Chronicle's Edward
McKinley show board members of Texas' largest private

charter school system voted to spend millions of dollars on
leasing a private jet for business travel despite an

ongoing state investigation into the organization for alleged
misuse of public funds. 

IDEA has received $3 billion in state and federal funding since
its founding in 2000 for the implementation and maintenance
of its charter network, which includes primary and secondary-
level schools across Texas and Louisiana. Since 2015, IDEA has

seen multiple executive-level staffers resign or exit the
company following allegations of improper or reckless use of

taxpayer dollars.

Torkel, the company's founder, resigned from his role as CEO in
April of 2020. IDEA Public Schools is now headed by CEO JoAnn

Gama and is currently facing a federal audit by the U.S.
Department of Education as well as a state-level investigation

[for inappropriate spending] undertaken by TEA."

Read the full article here.

Source: chron.com

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends –

School is now back in full swing! Every year, Friends of Texas
Public Schools mails inspirational posters with a letter of

encouragement to 9000+ public school campuses and 1000+
local ISD administrative offices across Texas. The posters will

be arriving soon. We hope that educators, students, and parents
will enjoy seeing the positive news posted when they enter

school buildings.

We have a lot to look forward to this fall, including our 18th
annual Friend of the Year Awards Dinner honoring Laura Yeager

of Texas Educators Vote and Just Fund It; Dr. Shannon Allen,
Superintendent at Beaumont ISD; and Dr. Bob Thompson of the
Thompson Executive Leadership Program. Tickets are available

here.

We are also pleased to announce the 2nd annual Public
Education Advocacy Summit for Texas Public Schools, co-

hosted with Pastors for Texas Children. The Summit will be
held on Thursday, November 10 in Waco. Tickets are now

available.

We'd love to see you there!

Jennifer L. Storm
Executive Director

Become a District Member!

DIAMOND PARTNER
SPOTLIGHT

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!
*as of 9/1

DIAMOND PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

Partner with Friends

About Friends of Texas Public Schools
We are a bit of a different type of organization…one that doesn’t

invest energy in education reform, but rather in celebrating what’s
right with our schools. We are an apolitical organization focused on

educating all Texans about the virtues and achievements of our Texas
public schools. 

108 Wild Basin Rd South #250 | Austin, TX 78746
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