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BACKGROUND:

For 14 years, Ms. Fern has led a successful career in communications in the fields of journalism, state and federal government, and corporate public affairs. Ms. Fern has worked with wide latitude among top political officials and corporate executives. She also has worked with policy professionals, state and national media, authors and publishers, and non-profit organizations. Her skills are evidenced by a history of rapid advancement in her profession. Ms. Fern, who is currently working as a private communications consultant, offers strong communications, management, policy development, leadership, team building, and organizational skills to suit your organization’s needs.

EXPERIENCE:
11/03 – Present  Charlie Fern Ink Communications
11/02-11/03 Merck & Co., Inc.

Director of Executive Communications: Identify and secure speaking opportunities and develop top-level communication strategies for CEO and senior executives. Supervised the overall execution of speaking engagements, from scheduling and advance work to speech writing and media follow-up. Systematized and supervised all executive correspondence, and developed a proactive strategy for correspondence. Meet weekly with the CEO and management committee to develop ongoing communication plans.

1/01-11/02
The White House 

Office of Presidential Speechwriting:  Speechwriter for First Lady Laura Bush. Developed speeches, articles, opinion pieces, book introductions, correspondence and other written material for the First Lady. Worked with national media, providing written material and background information as requested. Assisted in press office duties. Helped the First Lady’s Office plan and execute public events such as the National Book Festival and White House forums and ceremonies. 

4/00-1/01
Office of Texas Attorney General John Cornyn (Austin, Texas)

Communications:  Speechwriter.

9/95-3/00
Office of Governor George W. Bush (Austin, Texas)

Communications:  Speechwriter, press aide

7/94-9/95
Office of Governor Ann W. Richards (Austin, Texas)  


Staff Writer. Proclamations and greetings writer for the Governor’s Office. 

9/93-1/94
Texas High Speed Rail Authority (Austin, Texas)

Director of Information Services. 

(Continued)

Charlene E. “Charlie” Fern
5/92-7/93
Fraser Engineering, Inc. (Oceanside, California)

Assistant to the marketing director.

1/91-4/92
The Vista Press (A&M Publications, Vista, California)

News editor, managing editor.

9/90-12/90
The San Diego Union-Tribune (San Diego, California)

General assignment reporter.  

6/90-9/90
The Galveston Daily News (Galveston, Texas)

Lifestyles editor.  

BOARDS/AFFILIATIONS:
Member, National Press Club (2001-2004)

Vice President of the Board, Friends of Texas Public Schools (2004)
EDUCATION:

1990 
B.S., University of North Texas: Journalism -- Political Science/English


(Member, Kappa Tau Alpha, national journalism honor society)

SKILLS:

Superior communications skills. Management skills. Various computer skills, including PCs and Macs. Power point presentations. Comfortable with most aspects of corporate communications, national and global health policy and education policy issues at both the state and national levels.


