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LESLIE MILDER
Leslie Milder is co-founder and board member of Friends of Texas Public Schools, a non-profit association she and her husband established to boost the public’s confidence in Texas public schools. As a school teacher herself, Leslie has spent the better part of 10 years in the classroom and is proud to say “I was tired of getting picked on” when asked why they founded this organization. “It’s demoralizing to work hard and witness student achievement every day, only to come home to false or misleading news reports about the failures of our public schools. Our schools are not failing and I resent the harsh criticism, mostly leveled by people who have no formal connection or accurate understanding of public education.”
Earning her bachelor’s degree in education from Texas A&M Commerce in 1992, Leslie began her teaching career with the Mesquite Independent School District as a 9th grade geography teacher at North Mesquite High School and has since taught a variety of social studies courses, including history and American government. In the spring of 2005 Leslie put her teaching career on hold to raise Mandy, their third little miracle. During this time Leslie served Mesquite ISD as a consultant to help struggling teachers find their way.
In her spare time over the last year she has been involved in her father’s campaign for District 101 State Representative. With a lot help from Leslie and husband Scott, her father, Thomas Latham, managed to beat the incumbent in the Republican Primary and is now a member of the Texas House of Representatives. 

Leslie and Scott live in Rockwall and have three children. Their oldest two, Thomas and Grace, are in the first grade and kindergarten in Rockwall ISD. Their youngest child Mandy sits by the back door waiting for her brother and sister to return from school each day.
