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May 20, 2005

91 percent of seniors pass TAKS;

state performance up overall


AUSTIN – Ninety-one percent of the 226,964 Texas high school seniors who took the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) passed all tests taken and are in line to receive a diploma this month.  The students must also pass their courses to graduate.


Among the student groups, 85 percent of African-American students passed all tests taken, as did 86 percent of the Hispanic students and 95 percent of the white students.


“We’re very proud of the Class of 2005.  This class is the first group that was required to pass the rigorous TAKS test to graduate.  Their performance is comparable to the passing rates achieved during the early years of our old state test, the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills, which had only three parts,” said Commissioner of Education Shirley J. Neeley.


There are 21,198 seniors who have not yet passed one or more sections of the exit-level exam.  The four-part exit-level test covers English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies.  These students will not receive diplomas this month. 


The students’ local school districts decide whether the students who did not pass TAKS are permitted to participate in commencement activities.


These students can continue to take TAKS even after they finish their course work and will be awarded a diploma whenever they pass the state tests.  The next exit-level testing opportunity is July 12-15.


“As a former superintendent, I know how difficult it is for some students to learn that they will not be graduating with their class.  Many of these students only need to pass one or two sections of the test to complete their requirements.  I hope they will continue to try to pass this exam and become high school graduates.  I hope they will use the TAKS study guides that they have been provided,” Neeley said.


Among the sections of the TAKS, passing rates on the English language arts exam was 96 percent for all students.  The passing rates for student groups was 94 percent for African Americans, 93 percent for Hispanics and 98 percent for whites.


The passing rate for all seniors on the mathematics exam was 95 percent.  The passing rates for student groups were 91 percent for African American, 93 percent for Hispanics and 97 percent for white students.


The highest passing levels occurred on the social studies exam with 99 percent of students passing this test.  The passing rates were 98 percent for both African-American and Hispanic students and 100 percent for white students.


A 95 percent passing rate was achieved by all students on the science TAKS.  The passing rates were 91 percent for African Americans, 92 percent for Hispanics and 98 percent for white students. 

Passing Standards


Texas has been phasing in the TAKS passing standards for three years.  The standards are fully phased in this year at grades 3-10.  Students take two to four subject area tests, depending on the grade they are in, each year.  There are a total of 32 different tests offered to students in grades 3-10, plus four additional tests at the exit-level.


If student performance for 2004 and this year were judged at the 2005 passing standard, called panel recommendation, then performance on the first administration of each exam would have risen on 22 subject area tests in those grades.  Fifth-grade showed the strongest performance gains.  Scores on the sixth grade math exam given in Spanish also showed substantial improvement.


If the 2005 passing standard were in place in 2004, passing rates would have dropped on seven other exams and were unchanged on three tests in grades 3-10.  Three of the subjects that saw declines were slight one-point drops.


At the exit-level, there is a four-year phase-in. Students are held to the passing standard that was in place when they were in 10th grade.  That means that this year’s 11th grade students were held at a passing standard technically known as one standard error of measurement (SEM) below the panel recommendation. In lay terms, this means they had an easier passing standard to reach than will subsequent classes.  When judged at the 1 SEM level for both 2004 and 2005, performance on the 11th grade test went up on English language arts, mathematics and science and declined slightly in social studies.


“Overall, students turned in a strong performance this year.  Students were required to meet higher standards this year, and they still managed to improve their performance on most tests.  This shows the can-do spirit of Texas students and educators,” Neeley said.


Detailed reports of the statewide passing rates for grades 3-11 are available at: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/reporting/. Below are highlights for those grades.

Fifth Grade


Seventy-nine percent of fifth-grade students passed the TAKS mathematics exam in April.  After two administrations, the cumulative passing rate on the reading TAKS is 86 percent.

On the Spanish version of the math exam, 44 percent of the students passed, while 78 percent have now passed the reading test.

 
For the first time this year, students must pass both the reading and math exams to be promoted to sixth grade.  Students had a second opportunity to pass the math test on Tuesday. Those results will be available in early June.


Students will have a third opportunity to take the reading and math tests June 28-29.


Fifth-grade students also took a science TAKS test, which 64 percent of those who took the test in English passed.  Only 23 percent of the students who took the science test in Spanish passed.

Third Grade


Eighty-two percent of 275,553 third-grade students passed the mathematics TAKS exam.  Ninety-three percent of third graders have now passed the reading exam.


Of the students who took the TAKS in Spanish, 67 percent passed the mathematics test.  The cumulative passing rate on the Spanish reading test is 83 percent.


Students must pass the reading exam in order to be promoted to fourth grade under a 1999 Texas law.


Just as in fifth grade, students who have not passed a test required for promotion receive additional intensive instruction.  At this point in the year, the extra instruction is typically provided through summer school.  Students may retake the TAKS in June.


Parents of third and fifth-grade students who have failed the high-stakes tests may appeal their child’s grade-level retention to a Grade Placement Committee, made up of parents, the child’s teacher and principal.  A student can only be promoted if there is unanimous agreement to do so.  State law does not require students to pass TAKS at any other grade levels in order to be promoted this year.


“This state law ensures that students have learned basic reading and math skills before they are promoted.  School districts have provided a comprehensive support system through programs such as after-school tutorials and extra reading and math classes to help struggling students,” Neeley said.

Fourth Grade


Seventy percent of fourth-grade students passed all tests taken.  The passing rates were 55 percent for African Americans, 63 percent for Hispanics and 81 percent for whites.


Fourth-grade students earned their highest grades on the writing exam, which 90 percent passed. The passing rate for math for all students was 81 percent, while the reading passing rate for all students was 79 percent. 


On the Spanish version of the fourth-grade test, 55 percent of the students passed all tests taken.  The passing rates were: 87 percent on the writing exam; 64 percent on mathematics and 69 percent on the reading test.

Sixth Grade


The all-tests-taken passing rate for the 293,320 sixth-grade students who took English language TAKS was 69 percent.  Among the major ethnic groups, the passing rates were 53 percent for African Americans, 60 percent for Hispanics and 82 percent for whites.

Eighty-five percent passed the reading exam and 39 percent earned the prestigious commended performance citation for superior achievement.  The math exam was mastered by 72 percent.


Among the 1,529 students who took the tests in Spanish, 41 percent passed all tests taken.  The passing rate on the reading exam was 59 percent, while 44 percent passed the math test.  This is the last grade for which there is a Spanish version of TAKS.

Seventh Grade


At seventh grade, 59 percent of the students passed all tests taken. The passing rates were 43 percent for African Americans, 49 percent for Hispanics and 74 percent for whites.


Their highest performance occurred on the writing exam, which 88 percent passed, compared to an 81 percent passing rate on reading and a 64 percent on the math test.

Eighth Grade


Fifty-seven percent of eighth-grade students passed all tests taken. Passing rates were 41 percent for African Americans, 45 percent for Hispanics and 72 percent for whites.


Their highest performance was posted on the social studies exam, which 85 percent passed.  Mathematics proved to be the hardest subject for this group with only 61 percent passing.  The passing rate on the reading test was 83 percent.

Ninth Grade


Fifty-four percent of the state’s ninth-grade students met the passing standards on all tests taken.  Only 37 percent of African-American students passed all tests taken, compared to 42 percent of Hispanics and 71 percent of white students.


Eighty-two percent of the high school freshman passed the reading test, but only 56 percent passed the math exam.

Tenth Grade


High school sophomores earned the dubious distinction of posting the poorest performance in the state.  Only 39 percent of the 281,505 students tested passed all exams taken. African-Americans had a passing rate of 22 percent, while Hispanics had a passing rate of 26 percent.  Fifty-four percent of white students passed all tests taken.


“These results are very disturbing.  The 10th grade TAKS test is a strong predictor of success on the 11th-grade exit-level exam that students must pass to graduate.  These scores should increase levels of concern among students, parents and educators.  I encourage educators at each school to examine the results and talk to the students to determine whether the students gave this test their best effort.  If they did, they are going to need intense instruction next year to help them improve their chances of earning a high school diploma.  I would also encourage parents to work with teachers and principals to help these students,” Neeley said.


The hardest test for the students was the science exam, which only 54 percent passed.  All three ethnic groups posted their poorest performance on this test. The passing rate was 34 percent for African-American students; 38 percent for Hispanics and 71 percent for white students.


The highest performance occurred on the social studies, which 84 percent of the students passed. The passing rate on the math test was 58 percent and 67 percent on the English language arts test, which is a combined reading/writing test.


One factor in the 10th grade performance appears to be the higher passing requirements that are in place this year.  If the 2005 passing standard had been in place last year, the sophomores would have shown performance increases on the math, science and social studies test.  The overall passing rate would have been 38 percent so this year would have represented a slight increase. 

Eleventh Grade


Under the phase-in of the passing standards, 11th grade students are held to a passing standard known as 1 SEM below panel recommendation, which is an easier standard than students in subsequent classes will be required to meet.


At 11th grade, 68 percent passed all tests taken.  The passing rate was 51 percent for African Americans, 55 percent for Hispanics and 81 percent for white students.


The strong performance was shown on the social studies TAKS, which 94 percent passed, while the weakest performance was on the science TAKS with 80 percent passing.  Mathematics performance was slightly better with an 81 percent passing rate, while 88 percent passed the English language arts test.

####

The Texas Education Agency does not yet have scores for school districts and campuses.  Please contact your local school district for those results.
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