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Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year!   We wish you the very best for continued student success in your school, and our hope is that this is your greatest year so far.
Earlier this summer, I was reflecting back in time to my final week as a high school principal.  I was the first principal of Plano East Senior High, and served as principal at Plano East for nineteen years.  On this particular day, a local newspaper reporter, who was writing a story about my retirement, was interviewing me in my office when the bell sounded to signal the changing of classes.  
Soon the usual sounds of student laughter, the exchange of greetings and the constant chatter filled my office.  I could tell that the “noise” was disturbing to the reporter, and he asked if I could close my office door in order to have a quieter place in which to finish the interview.  I remarked that the “noise” to him was actually music to my ears.  The echo of happy and vibrant teenagers in a school is one of the sweetest sounds a high school principal can hear.

Having spent twenty-nine years in the Plano ISD working directly with high school students as a teacher, assistant principal and principal, I felt somewhat like a fish out of water when I sat in my new office in Austin nine years ago.   The chatter of students changing classes, laughter in the halls and students exchanging greetings with one another are sounds that are void in this job, but the memories of all those years spent with students will never fade away. 

Being removed from the school building does not mean being removed from the educational process.  TASSP is a wonderful place in which to support, encourage, and cheer for all secondary schools in the great state of Texas!

The role of TASSP is to offer Texas principals and assistant principals a forum to explore the best practices in school administration with the ultimate goal of helping facilitate student learning.  It is our intent to honor the TASSP Motto, “Above All, Students First” in order to make our schools the best they can be.

Some people say they believe American schools are failing.  Those views are not surprising since critics of public education seem to emphasize only what is wrong with  schools and negative stories about our public schools appear all too frequently in the media.  Seldom does the public in general hear the good news, or shall I say great news, about Texas public education.

No one would argue that schools must become better, but everyone needs to recognize that there have been major improvements in education since the early 1980’s.  Emphasizing the positive does not mean that we ignore the problems facing some of our schools.

The Friends of Texas Public Schools, a non-profit organization supporting Texas public schools, has the following statistics on their website to illustrate the good things that are taking place in Texas Public Schools:
The Truth About Texas Public Schools
Unfortunately, many of the success stories are hidden in the shadows. 
We’d like to shed some light on the subject. For example:

	The Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR) in Texas for school year 2002-2003 rose two full points over the previous year to 75.5%. This exceeds the national average of 73.9% and does not include students who complete the GED program. The AFGR provides an estimate of the percentage of high school students who graduate on time. The rate uses aggregate student enrollment data to estimate the size of an incoming freshman class and aggregate counts of the number of diplomas awarded 4 years later. Source: http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2006/2006601.pdf (Click here to read original PDF article.)

	Between 1994 and 2003 on TAAS Reading, the number of:

	[image: image1.png]



	The percentage of Hispanic students passing increased from 65% to 93%;
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	The percentage of African-American students passing increased from 60% to 92%; 
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	The percentage of White student passing increased from 87% to 98%.

	.

	Between 1994 and 2003 on TAAS Math, the number of:
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	The percentage of Hispanic students passing increased from 47% to 98%;
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	The percentage of African-American students passing increased from 38% to 96%;
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	The percentage of White student passing increased from 73% to 100%.

	.
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	Texas is one of only eight states scoring above the national average on NAEP Math & English, 4th and 8th grade levels… and they achieve this with the highest percentage of Limited English Proficient students, the highest percentage of students whose parents have less than a high school diploma, and with the highest percentage of students of Free & Reduced Price Lunches.
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	In 2004-05 the average operating expenditure per student in Texas was $873 less than the national average of $8,208.
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	In 1903, only 3% of public school students graduated from high school. That number didn’t reach 50% until the late 1940s. In 2003, 83% of public school students graduated from high school, and an additional 8% completed requirements through the GED program.
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	When scores were expected to fall in spring 2004 due to the release of a more rigorous TAKS exam, Texas third graders in fact exceeded expectations, scoring 91 percent passing in reading.
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	A substantially higher percentage of Texas students take the SAT than do students nationally. While 57 percent of Texas graduating seniors took the SAT, only 48 percent nationally took the exam.
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	When Texas students go toe-to-toe with their peers nationally, they consistently earn higher scores. Each major ethnic group in Texas schools scored seventh or higher among their peers around the country on the fourth-grade National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) math exam.
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	Asian American students in Texas fourth-grade classes outscored Asian-American students in all the other 53 states and jurisdictions.
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	African American fourth-grade students in Texas earned second place among African American students around the country. Caucasian fourth-grade students in Texas tied for fourth place with New Jersey. Hispanic fourth-grade students in Texas ranked seventh place on the NAEP math exam.
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	The proportion of Texas public school 8th graders who scored at the highest two levels in reading in the National Assessment of Educational Progress increased by 11% between 1998 and 2002.
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	The proportion of Texas public school 8th graders who scored at the highest two levels in reading in the National Assessment of Educational Progress increased by 11% between 1998 and 2002.
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	The proportion of Texas 4th graders who scored at the highest two levels in math increased by 80% between 1992 and 2000.
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	While 71% of Texas’s public high schools offer Advanced Placement courses through which high school students can earn college credit, just 50% of Texas’s private high schools offer these advanced courses.
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	Texas 8th grade students are among the nation’s best in writing. The proportion of 8th grade students scoring at the highest two levels of writing achievement is the 3rd highest in the nation.
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	Texas is the leading state in the nation in the proportion of students taking advanced math courses. It is No. 1 in the nation in the proportion of students taking calculus, AP calculus, and AP statistics.
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	The number of Texas teachers being honored with certification from the prestigious National Board of Professional Teaching Standards has increased more than 5-fold since 1999!
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	Texas leads the nation in the size and scope of its gifted and talented program. It is one of the top six states in the nation in the percentage of public primary schools with a gifted and talented program.
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	Texas leads the nation in cutting edge foreign language immersion programs for elementary school students—taking advantage of the natural capacity of young children to learn languages.


These statistics highlight only a sample of the many benefits emerging from almost two decades and of school reform and sustained investment in our schools, our teachers, and most importantly, our students.  What is perhaps  most remarkable is that our state has made these improvements with a very diverse population, a strong tradition of local control of education, and enormous variation among school districts in their student population, policies and practices.

As this new school year begins, and you listen to the sounds that emerge from the hallways in your building, pause for a moment and reflect on the fact that you and your colleagues can take great pride in knowing that you have played an important role in the improvement of our schools.  Our students are better educated today than in the past, and our nation is in good hands with the future generation – and that truly is music to my ears.  

Remember our motto, “Above All, Students First.”

Archie E. McAfee, Executive Director
Texas Association of Secondary School Principals
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